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Welcome to our third edition to the Holmer Vet Surgery newsletter. We hope you have 
found the information we have provided you so far to be both interesting and informative. 
We are happy to receive feedback about our articles and to answer any follow on 
questions you might have. In addition, if you have any subjects you would like to see 
covered in future newsletter please let us know by emailing
info@holmervetsurgery.co.uk.

In last months newsletter we looked at advice on acquiring a new puppy. This month we 
look at acquiring a new cat or rabbit. We felt that, especially in the run up to Christmas, it is 
important to carefully consider if taking on a new pet is the right thing to do. Sadly, it is still 
an all too common occurrence that pets are acquired for Christmas by individuals who are 
not fully prepared for the commitment in time and money, the poor pets acquired often 
being put up for rehoming not long into the new year.

Our third article of this season looks at potential hazards our pets face over the Christmas 
period.

Finally everyone at Holmer Vets would like to wish all of our patients, and their owners a 
very Happy Christmas and all the Best for the New Year. Rest assured we will be available, 
as always to help you, if/when you need over the festive season.



With the cold weather rolling in most people will 
be using antifreeze in their windscreen wash. Most 
antifreeze solutions contain ethylene glycol.
Ethylene glycol is a highly toxic substance that 
causes severe acute kidney failure and sadly 
often results in death. The initial signs of ingestion
and toxicity can be subtle and are easily missed. 
There is an antidote for ethylene glycol poisoning, 
however for it to be effective it needs to be given 
almost as soon as the animal ingests the 
antifreeze.



Chocolate contains a compound called theobromine which dogs do not tolerate very well, 
eating too much of this can cause a range of symptoms from vomiting and diarrhoea, to 
convulsions and problems with the heart. White chocolate generally does not represent a 
risk as the amount of theobromine in white chocolate is quite low. Milk chocolate if eaten in 
a large enough quantity can cause severe problems, dark chocolate is highly toxic and 
even large dogs only have to eat a small amount to be at risk of effects of toxicity.
If your pet has ingested chocolate please call the vets for advice and let them know what 
type of chocolate (white, milk, dark), how much they have ingested and your pets weight, 
this will allow the vet to work out if your pet has eaten sufficient quantity to be a problem. If 
your pet has eaten enough chocolate to be of concern and it happened





The Cats Protection (CP) last year estimated that 
there were 9 million stray cats in the UK and 1.5 
million feral cats. Each year CP are estimated to 
help 200,000 cats a year, which is more than 500 
cats and kittens a day. Although the CP are one 
of the largest charities working to improve the 
welfare of cats, they are but one of many 
charities with cats and kittens looking for homes.





Rabbits are now the third most popular pet in the U.K but are also among the most 
neglected and abused. It is important that prospective new owners carefully




